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A CHANGING LANDSCAPE BRINGS NEW OPPORTUNITIES
As organizations become more dispersed and data becomes more decentralized,  
it is increasingly important to have a modernized and agile approach to delivering 
IT at remote office and branch office (ROBO) and edge locations. According to 
Gartner, around 10% of enterprise-generated data is created and processed outside 
a traditional centralized data center or cloud. By 2025, this figure will reach 75%.¹

New IT demands have also emerged with field-based infrastructures, such as oil 
rigs, kiosks, cruise ships, forward-deployed military operations, and even airport 
security devices that need processing power close to the point of data collection. 

To tackle these requirements and meet the unique operating, disaster recovery, 
and data protection requirements of remote locations, organizations require a 
robust infrastructure solution that is easy to manage from a distance. 
Unfortunately, the latency and connection issues of the public cloud can make it 
a poor fit for these sites, and traditional IT approaches of the past don’t provide 
enough simplicity, manageability, and cost efficiency.

¹ What Edge Computing Means for Infrastructure and Operations Leaders

“Everything runs a lot smoother 
and faster on Nutanix Enterprise 
Cloud software. By moving to 
Nutanix, we have seen an 
almost 500% reduction in IT 
management time, enabling our 
IT team to focus on more 
strategic projects that move the 
business forward and improve 
the customer experience.”
– Bjorn Van Reet, CIO, Kinepolis 

ROBO and edge 
locations don’t have  
to be a headache
Bring data center class infrastructure and centralized management  
to your remote sites 

A NEW ERA FOR ROBO AND EDGE               
As organizations look to modernize their infrastructure, more and more companies 
are turning to hyperconverged infrastructure (HCI) to provide the foundation  
for an always-on solution that delivers a complete, invisible, and easily scalable 
infrastructure that will power diverse ROBO workloads. 

Nutanix provides a turnkey solution built with the agility of a public cloud and the 
control, performance, and data locality of an on-premises cloud. Nutanix Enterprise 
Cloud can be consistently deployed across datacenters, ROBO locations, disaster 
recovery (DR) sites, public clouds, and edge computing sites.

SOLUTION BRIEF

https://www.gartner.com/smarterwithgartner/what-edge-computing-means-for-infrastructure-and-operations-leaders/
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RUN ALL YOUR WORKLOADS WITH FLEXIBLE 
CONSUMPTION OPTIONS               
Nutanix HCI-based solutions provide a critical foundation for your ROBO and 
edge sites, giving you the freedom to choose the right hypervisor, including 
Nutanix AHV, VMware ESXi, and Microsoft Hyper-V. You can also choose the 
approved servers or appliances that best meet your needs from your preferred 
hardware vendor. Options include regular and small form factor. appliances that 
can be mounted in a short depth telco rack or under a table where there are 
constraints on space and power. Ruggedized options are also available for 
deployment in harsh environments such as on the factory floor or for military 
use cases. Choices include the short depth appliance, NX-1120S, and more from 
NX & our OEM partners HPE, Lenovo and Dell EMC. All of this reduces 
complexity and helps you control costs.

You can deploy a Nutanix cluster of 1, 2, or 3 or more nodes that can run all of 
your remote office’s local workloads for ERP, transactions, databases, collaboration, 
virtual desktops, services like DHCP, firewalls, DNS, file and print, and more. You 
can also simplify your infrastructure and management by using the same platform 
for storage and for local workloads, eliminating the need for specialized software 

STREAMLINE DEPLOYMENTS              
Typical ROBO solutions are little more than legacy products packaged into a single 
cabinet and require an IT resource onsite for deployment, operations, and upgrades. 
Nutanix software streamlines installation and optimizes ongoing operations and 
performance. Remote solutions can be provisioned both at a central location in 
an hour and can then be shipped ready-to-run with a simple connection to a 
top-of-rack switch or provisioned remotely once the hardware is in place. The ability 
to consolidate infrastructure silos reduces deployment, power, and cooling costs 
and accelerates time to value. 

CENTRALIZED MANAGEMENT               
Maintaining a branch with onsite IT is expensive, inefficient, and requires special 
training. Multiplying these requirements across many branch locations is often a 
non-starter. Nutanix offers centralized infrastructure management and one-click 
simplicity with intelligence for everyday IT operations (ITOps). From one console, 
you can manage every location, reducing the need for on-site staff.

Built-in machine learning also enables you to reduce common tasks across the 
application and infrastructure lifecycles – including zero-touch provisioning, scaling, 
and full-stack, non-disruptive upgrades – to a single click. By automating common 
services and workflows and publishing them to a one-stop marketplace for controlled, 
organization-wide consumption, you can reduce time spent in servicing tickets and 
focus on providing new value to the business. 

KEY BENEFITS

• Simplify infrastructure: 
Consolidate all IT resources into a 
single scale-out solution leveraging 
common server nodes, including 
small form factor and ruggedized 
options, that can run any 
application or workflow.

• Reduce costs: Remove silos of 
infrastructure, start as small as 
one node, and only pay for what 
you need.

• Remotely manage all locations 
through a single interface, reducing 
complex IT tasks to a single click 
for lifecycle operations and day- 
to-day management.

• Maintain business continuity: 
Ensure high availability with a 
distributed architecture.

• Prevent data loss: Protect remote 
apps with integrated data 
protection/disaster recovery.

RESOURCES AND 
GETTING STARTED
Reduce costs and complexity and 
simplify management for ROBO 
and edge with Nutanix. Learn more 
at http://www.nutanix.com/robo

Understand the value of Nutanix for 
ROBO sites with the ESG Economic 
Validation whitepaper.

View supported ROBO platforms on 
the Dynamic SpecSheet here.

Learn more about the NX portfolio 
on www.nutanix.com/nx

http://www.nutanix.com/robo
mailto:https://www.nutanix.com/go/esg-economic-validation-white-paper?subject=
mailto:https://www.nutanix.com/specsheet?subject=
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INTELLIGENCE AT THE EDGE            
Nutanix brings the power of its software stack to a new generation of edge 
environments across a variety of use cases. With the Nutanix platform, you can 
deliver local compute and AI for IoT edge devices, converging the edge and cloud 
into one seamless data processing platform. 

Nutanix frees you to focus on business logic and applications, including real-time 
analysis for manufacturing facilities, oil and gas upstream and downstream locations, 
retail outlets, hospitals, and much more. The insights from your intelligent edge 
can help you to reduce downtime, increase patient or customer satisfaction, and 
target new products and services.

TRANSFORM YOUR BUSINESS            
Nutanix has helped thousands of ROBO and edge customers streamline their 
infrastructure, reduce costs, simplify management, and maintain business 
continuity. Ready to join them? Visit http://www.nutanix.com/robo 

INTEGRATED DATA PROTECTION AND SECURITY              
You can reduce complexity and eliminate multiple products from 3rd party vendors 
with Nutanix’s integrated solution for on-site backups, replication for central backups, 
and disaster recovery (DR). Create unlimited VM snapshots on a local cluster for 
faster RPO and RTO and schedule and control local snapshots, replication tasks, 
and retention policies on an individual basis. Intuitive management, policy-based 
control, and simple recovery plans mean your days will now be worry-free. 

ROBO sites often lack the ability to provide security comparable with their central 
data centers. Simplify network and policy management across locations by enabling 
applications and environments to be governed independently of physical 
infrastructure. Application-centric security via micro-segmentation and data-at-
rest encryption protects organizations against both internal and external threats 
and helps to achieve compliance.
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